



MAIDU PLANTS WALK 
UPPER BIDWELL PARK, CHICO 

March 8 
Sunday 

Meet at the Horseshoe Lake Parking Lot E in Upper 
Bidwell Park at 9 am for a half-mile walk. We will see 
about 25 plants that the local Maidu used for medicine, 
crafts, and food; elderberry for flutes and tube pipes, 
soap root for poison oak rash and fishing, foothill pine for 
food and skin ointment. Bring water sun/insect protec- 
tion. Over by noon. Rain cancels. Leader: Wes Dempsey 
530-342-2293 

YAH I TRAIL 

UPPER BIDWELL PARK, CHICO 

March 14 
Saturday 

Meet at the Diversion Dam Parking Lot L in Upper Bidwell 
Park at 9 am for a short hike to see several brodiaeas, red 
larkspur, woolly Lomatium, and other showy springtime 
native flowers. Bring lunch, water sun/insect protection 
and wear sturdy hiking shoes. Rain cancels. Leaders: Wes 
Dempsey 530-342-2293, Gerry Ingco 530-893-5123 


HAS BEEN REPRINTED 

and updated from Wes Dempsey’s 1997 first version 
THANKS to Mount Lassen Chapter, 

Woody Elliott, Ed Caldwell, Karla. 


WES DEMPSEY and GERRY INGCO 
Co-chairs 


FAWN LILIES & MCNAB CYPRESS 
LASSEN NATIONAL FOREST 

March 22 
Sunday 

Meet at 9 am at Chico Park & Ride west lot (Hwy 32/99). 
Take a lunch, water, sun/insect protection and money for 
ride sharing. Wear sturdy shoes. We will drive up the Sky- 
way 1 5 miles to the Magalia trail head at 2,400 feet eleva- 
tion. We will hike about 1-1/2 miles down a gravel road 
to the scenic West Branch of the Feather River where we 
will have lunch. The soil here, derived from serpentine 
rocks, is toxic to many plants. The McNab Cypress and 
other plants here have adapted to to the site to the exclu- 
sion of more common plants of the surrounding forest. 
Under the Cypress trees we hope to find masses of yel- 
low and white fawn lilies along with Penstemon and fritil- 
lary. The hike up to the trail head is a steep 900 ft climb. 
This hike is not recommended for small children. Call 
leaders for a secondary meeting place. Leaders: Gerry 
Ingco 530-893-5123, Wes Dempsey 530-342-2293 


DIVIDE RANCH WALK, GLEN CO 
BEAR VALLEY DRIVE, COLUSA CO 

March 29 
Sunday 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride west lot (Hwys CA 32/99) 
in time to leave by 9 am. Bring sturdy walking shoes, 
weather appropriate (layered) clothing, sun/insect pro- 
tection lunch, water, and money for ride sharing. Nestled 
in the beautiful foothills of western Glenn Co between 
Willows and Elk Creek, we’ll walk up the 2000 acre Di- 
vide Ranch cattle operation as the quests of the Landini 
Family (thedivideranch.com). A moderate hike of 34 mile 
and up 600 feet to a scenic overlook on Divide Ridge 
for lunch and further exploration of spring wildflowers. If 
driving time permits and the wildflowers promise, we’ll 
drive south looping inland on country roads over rolling 
hills to Bear Valley. Leader: Woody Elliott 530 588-2555, 
woodyelliott@gmail.com 
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President’s Message 

by CAT IE BISHOP, President 

G OOD CAUSE, GOOD PEOPLE AND GOOD FUN. In a nutshell 
that describes my experience with CNPS. It is a cause I believe 
in, I’ve met many wonderful people doing good work, who have become 
friends. Our organization offers many opportunities to get involved at 
whatever level or time commitment you choose. If it sounds like I’m get- 
ting ready to ask for volunteers, you’re very perceptive. This is going to 
be another busy year for our Chapter, and volunteers are the only way we 
do everything: offer the public informative talks, workshops, native plant 
sales, and a host of other activities. Here’s what’s happening this year. 

On April 4th, after a year’s hiatus, there will be a Wildflower & Nature 
Festival at Riverbend Park in Oroville. There will be dozens of booths. It 
is a great time to see the local offerings. Our Chapter will have an educa- 
tional booth and usually leads one or more field trips on Table Mountain. 

Our biennial Wildflower Show featuring 300 local plants, grouped by 
habitat, is coming up April 12th. Along with that beautiful display there 
will be informational tables including: invasive plants, Native American 
uses of native plants, microscopes for seeing the remarkable detail 
in plants, native plant teas, and children’s activities. Nature talks and 
walks, and, native plants, books and t-shirts for sale. 

The Wildflower Show is embedded in Native Plant Week. We are 
hoping to offer special field trips and maybe a garden tour during that 
Week. This is a special year as CNPS is turning 50. 

On the last weekend of May 30-31 (not Memorial Day) our Chapter is 
hosting the Chapter Council Meeting in Quincy. This is one of 4 quar- 
terly meetings CNPS holds at different places around the state. Del- 
egates from other Chapters come to help establish the direction and 
priorities for CNPS; learn and discuss native plant issues, and catch 
up with friends and colleagues. Chapter members are always welcome 
to come and see the inner workings of CNPS, and to learn about, and 
participate in, discussions of the State-wide issues facing native plants 
around the state. 

Throughout the year Mount Lassen staffs information tables at most 
local events such as the Endangered Species Faire, Snow Goose Fes- 
tival, and the Home and Garden Show at the Fairgrounds. 

As you can see, we are a busy Chapter. Everything we do is aimed 
at sharing our enjoyment of native plants, and fulfilling our commit- 
ment to native plant conservation. Even with the wonderful dedicated 
people we have, it is asking a lot for the same people to work on every 
program or activity. We always need helpers and new people with new 
ideas. So when those clipboards come around at the General Meet- 
ings, sign up! When we ask for nominations for the Board, step up! It is 
a good cause, we have good people, and it is good fun. You may even 
make some new friends. 


Executive Board Meeting 

March 18 - 7 pm 
CINDY WEINER’S 530 342-7645 


Legislative Notes 

by DAVID ANDERSON 

BILLS FOR 

BERRYESSA SNOW MOUNTAIN 
NATIONAL MONUMENT 

T he environmentalist supported proposal to make the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain region a national monu- 
ment has now become the subject of Congressional bills. 
On February 5, 2015 our Democratic Senators Diane 
Feinstein and Barbara Boxer teamed up with Democratic 
Representative Mike Thompson of St. Helena to introduce 
S. 393 and H.R. 761 to cre- 
ate the national monument. 

Unfortunately the bills do 
not have any Republican 
co-sponsors and the pros- 
pects for passage by the 
114th Congress are not 
good. Bills to accomplish 
somewhat the same result 
by designating the area 
as a national conservation 
area were introduced in the 
113th Congress. They, like 
several bills to create national monuments, failed to pass. 
It is unlikely that the more conservative 1 1 4th Congress will 
look with favor on creation of another national monument. 
We can, however, as noted in the February 201 5 Pipevine, 
look to President Obama to use his authority under the An- 
tiquities Act of 1 906 (without action by Congress) to create 
the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument. 

You can communicate with President Obama by writing: 
The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington D. C. 20500 
Email: president@whitehouse.gov 
Telephone: (202)456-1111 

Fritillaria purdyi, by Ellen Dean 
Check out MLC General Meeting on March 4 
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ALICE B. HECKER NATIVE PLANT GARDEN 
CHICO CREEK NATURE CENTER 

[lOIN Mount Lassen Chapter and CLAIRE MEEHAN for a 
workday to help clean up the NATIVE GARDENS at the Chico 
Creek Nature Center on Saturday, MARCH 14, from 9 - noon. 
We will be working on the pond area. THANKS! 

'iSS CNPS Celebrating 50 Years 

w of Progress and Promise 

Conservation Conference 

JANUARY 15 -17, 2015 SAN JOSE 
by WOODY ELLIOTT, Conservation Chair 

M y wife Ann and I had the good fortune to attend the third 
CNPS 2015 Conservation Conference: Celebrating 50 
Years of Progress and Promise. From the preconference work- 
shops covering a wide range of conservation issues and tech- 
niques including the one I attended, Atmospheric Nitrogen De- 
position: Evaluating and Mitigating a Major Threat to California’s 
Native Flora, the conference continued with three more days of: 
• five concurrent sessions of 20 minute talks with dozens of aca- 
demic, agency and student presenters; • notable banquet room 
speakers [Michael Soule retired UCSC Professor and “found- 
er” of Conservation Biology, Jared Farmer - History Professor 
SUNY - Stony Brook and author: Trees in Paradise: A California 
History, Rebecca Moore - lead engineer for Google Earth En- 
gine, Paul Ehrlich - Stanford Professor and author: Population 
Bomb, Kim Stanley Robinson - sci-fi author of the Mars Trilogy 
(Red Mars, Green Mars, Blue Mars), Peter Raven - Plant Con- 
servationist and Head of Missouri Botanical Garden, and Jack 
Dangermond - founder ESRI GIS technology] • art and photo 
contests; • fund raising auctions at a sumptuous banquet; ‘po- 
etry and song fests; and endless socializing with professional 
and citizen conservationists. 

All the CNPS staff seemed to be enthusiastically involved with de- 
velopment, planning and implementation of this outstanding pro- 
duction for which CNPS Members can be proud. Mount Lassen 
Chapter sponsored six students including Jason and Ayla Mills, 
soon to be graduating Masters’ students from CSU Chico, who 
came to February General Meeting and related their impressions 
and gratitude. For a summary of Conference Highlights and vid- 
eos of many speakers see: cnps.org/cnps/conservation/confer- 
ence/2015/. I am looking forward to the next CNPS Conservation 
Conference potentially in 2018 as CNPS hopes to hold one every 
three years. Consider attending with me for one or more days. 


OUR ANNIE B. DRIVE DONATIONS 
are a Key Chapter Fund Source 

by JIM BISHOP, Program Co-chair 
and ad hoc Education Grants Committee Chair 

T he 2014 Annie B. drive collected donations totaling $3424 
for the Mount Lassen Chapter. THANK YOU to all 44 of 
you who donated. This funding source for our chapter is very 
important. Your support of the chapter with your Annie B. Drive 
donations over the last several years is a major reason that our 
chapter’s financial resources have grown over that time. 

We do work to provide 
other sources of income 
for our chapter, such as: 
the biennial Wildflower 
Show; our sale of books, 

T-shirts, and plants; and events such as garden tours and our 
recent Horticultural Symposium. Much of the value in doing 
those things lies in what it provides to the community to further 
our conservation goals and to enhance peoples’ appreciation of 
native plants, and the income is helpful. However, the Annie B. 
drive is uniquely important in several ways: it is annual; the cost 
to do it is minimal (so most of the funds are usable); the Annie 
B. fund adds a little to your donations; and it takes less person- 
power to put it on than do the other events (and sustaining those 
other events will require new volunteers as time goes on). 

Your Mount Lassen Chapter Executive Board is working to 
make the most of the finances that we have, and to do more as 
a chapter to further the CNPS Mission. With the funds such as 
you have donated via Annie B. we are able to expand things we 
consider very worthwhile, but have not been able to do much of 
in the past. Some examples of new and/or expanded things we 
are doing: 

- Increasing our conservation activities 
- Substantial commitment to getting the Yahi Trail signage 
- Reprinting the Yahi Trail Guide 

- We are supporting students in various ways whose studies 
relate to native plants and ecosystems: scientific conference at- 
tendance, funding to help with research projects and theses; 
and eventually a scholarship program. Recently we helped 
sponsor 6 students (2 directly, and 4 more via our contributions 
to the state CNPS student grant program) to the CNPS Confer- 
ence in San Jose. 

Thank you again Annie B. Donors for your generous support of 
our chapter. Let us know your ideas for good things we can do 
as a chapter. 
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OUR VOLUNTEER INVASIVE PLANT PROGRAM 

by SUSAN MASON, Invasive Plant Chair 



California Conservation Corp Volunteer at Block Party on Little Chico Creek BEFORE and AFTER trash and bamboo are removed. 


A s the Invasive Plant Chair for the Mount Lassen Chap- 
ter-CNPS (MLC), I plan and lead its volunteer weed 
removal sessions. In 2014, these sessions provided 
1,370 hours of labor in Chico’s open spaces during more than 
60 3-hour sessions. I also spent considerable time planning 
projects, attending meetings, maintaining tools, and document- 
ing all this project-related work. In addition, Wes Dempsey spent 
many hours removing Spanish broom. 

Most MLC volunteers are CSU Chico CAVE (Community Action 
Volunteers in Education) students and young California Conser- 
vation Corps members. In contrast, a recent survey of volunteer 
invasive plant removal groups from around the state found that 
the vast majority of their volunteers were adults. 

PROGRAM EXPENSES 

The MLC 2014-15 budget for this program is $450, used primar- 
ily for tool purchases and sharpening, trash bags, and gloves. 
Additional private donations paid for most of the vegetation dis- 
posal costs until mid-year, when we received a $4000 grant from 
Waste Management (WM). This grant pays for all disposal costs 
of plants and trash that must go to landfill (e.g. arundo, bamboo, 
and palm) and those that can go to green waste processing fa- 
cility near the Chico airport. Now, instead of driving each load of 
vegetation to the facility, we pile the debris in a central location 
and order a roller bin when we’ve accumulated 40 yards. City 
of Chico park staff loads the WM bin. The grant has been a 
godsend, increasing our efficiency greatly. The WM grant also 
led to a partnership with Butte Environmental Council (BEC), 
Block Party with a Purpose. BEC distributes flyers in neighbor- 
hoods close to open space areas, recruiting neighbors to work 
on trash and vegetation removal projects. We provide WM bins 
and supervision. BEC provides the event planning, food, and 
esprit that makes it fun to participate. 


2014 HIGHLIGHTS 

• Work along the CSU Chico campus riparian corridor - it’s a 
pleasure to work here because other groups as well as the CSU 
landscapers have already done so much restoration and the 
groundskeeper allowed us to deposit vegetation at their green 
waste area, saving much time and effort. 

• Block Parties - enthusiastic neighbors come out to help and 
we know in advance that there will be at least 40 volunteers. 
They’re such popular events that we’ve already booked all of our 
winter/spring Block Parties. 

• Little Chico Creek arundo eradication - MLC is one of several 
partners in an arundo removal grant application recently submit- 
ted by the City of Chico. We’ve already been digging out small 
arundo stands from city properties and will continue to do so. 

UPCOMING PROJECTS 

• February 22 - arundo / bamboo removal by Little Chico Creek 

• February 28 - Block Party, Little Chico Creek near 
Humboldt Neighborhood Park 

• March 22 - privet tree removal along the Little Chico Creek 
bike path west of Forest 

• April 11 - Block Party at Verbena Fields 

• April 25 - Block Party at Sycamore Restoration Site in 
Lower Bidwell Park 

• Smaller projects for Big Chico Creek, Lindo Channel and 
Teichert Ponds 

MLC activities cover Butte, Tehama, Glen and Plumas Counties. 
Because I live in Chico, almost all invasive weed work is done in 
open space areas administered by the City of Chico. If you want 
to help organize a volunteer invasive plant removal program 
in your community or want to be added to the email notifica- 
tion list for Chico projects, please contact me, Susan Mason at 
smason908@gmail.com. 
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HOSPITALITY THANKS YOU 

by KARROLYNN YELLS, Hospitality Chair 



NEIGHBORHOOD HABITAT 
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 

by MELINDA TEVIS 

Education Chair, Altacal Audubon Society 


THANK YOU Ellen Copeland for bringing such delicious bar 
cookies to the February General Meeting. 

LOOKING for dedicated and talented bakers - we need lots of 
cookies for the Wildflower Show on April 12. 

Please contact KarroLynn @karrolynny@att.net 
or 530 534-3551. THANK YOU! 


These businesses support the goals of the 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


To the Members of the 

Mount Lassen Chapter of the Native Plant Society, 

A ltacal Audubon Society has started a new program which 
we hope will be of interest to members of our native plant 
society. The Neighborhood Habitat Certification Program, fash- 
ioned after a very successful program in Portland, is designed 
to support residents who would like to replace unused lawn with 
natural California landscaping. Our goals are to help restore 
wildlife habitat and conserve and protect our precious water. 

We are working with individuals and organizations in the com- 
munity to provide a venue that will be helpful to residents. We 
provide a Resource Packet containing educational material, 
demo garden sites, a list of wildlife-favorite native plants, ac- 
cess to local experts, local business coupons, and more. We 
also have a wonderful sign (to help spread the word and inspire 
our neighbors) with art by Carol Burr. We are asking a small $1 0 
fee from participants to help with sign costs. 

We’d love to encourage those of you who have already estab- 
lished habitat, or are in the process of doing so, to join our pro- 
gram! This will be of great use in helping us track the growth of 
wildlife corridors within our town and region. Much of California’s 
land is in our hands. By acting now, we can conserve & protect 
valuable water resources, and rebuild needed wildlife corridors 
within our community. Every yard counts! 

Please visit Altacal Audubon’s new website or e-mail neighbor- 
hoodhabitat.mt@gmail.com for further information. The Neigh- 
borhood Habitat Certification Program is supported by the City 
of Chico, California Water Service Company, and Audubon’s 
Toyota TogetherGreen Program. 

And we’d like to thank the Mt Lassen Chapter of the Native Plant 
Society for all of the support and expertise you’ve provided us 
as we’ve started this new program. Thank you! 



FLORAL NATIVE NURSERY 
2511 Floral Avenue 
Chico, California 95973-2511 
Telephone/Fax: (530) 892-251 1 
E-mail: camtfve@$hocking,coin 
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FRIENDS of the HERBARIUM 


Officers & Chairs 


March 7 

INTRODUCTION TO LICHEN IDENTIFICATION 

by Tom Carlberg 

Explore the basics of lichens in the lab and field 
March 14 

MUSHROOM FORAGING / IDENTIFICATION 

by Philip Carpenter 

Forest Ranch Community Center and CSU, Chico Big Chico 
Creek Ecological Reserve 

March 28 

CONTAINER GARDENING 

by Ernesto Sandoval, Director at UC Botanical Conservatory 
Emphasis on drought tolerant and other low water use plants 

Please register in advance. For more information about work- 
shop registration contact the Biology Office at (530) 898-5356 
or epurvis@csuchico.edu. 

Detailed workshop descriptions and sign up forms are available 
on the Chico State Herbarium website: www.csuchico.edu/biol/ 
Herb/Events. html 


MEMBERSHIP 

If you have changed your . . . 

address, phone number or e-mail 
or leave temporarily 

please notify Mount Lassen Chapter CNPS 
Membership Chair, KarroLynn Yells at 
530 534-3551 or karrolynny@att.net 

This will help eliminate returned Pipevines 
from the Post Office. Thank You , KarroLynn 


Keep up with MLC Activities 

on our website and Facebook 


California Native Plant Society, 
Mount Lassen Chapter 
and LIKE US 


facebook. 


mountlassen.cnps.org 



ELECTED OFFICERS 

(530) 

President 

CAT IE BISHOP 



cjbishop1991@sbcglobal.net 

Past President 

SUELLEN ROWLISON 

897-0226 


suellen@garlic.com 


Vice-President 

JANNALATHROP 

228 0010 


jlathrop4mlc@comcast.net 


Secretary 

ANN ELLIOTT 

521-4402 


secretary@mountlassen.cnps.org 

Treasurer 

JOHN MEEHAN 

894-5339 


johnmeehan64@gmail.com 

Members-at-Large 

NANCY PRAIZLER 

891-8910 


praizlermom@gmail.com 
PAUL MOORE 

343-4287 


pmoore@csuchico.edu 
KARROLYNN YELLS 

534-3551 


KarroLynnY@att.net 
RON COLEY 

533-1238 


rcoley64@comcast.net 


CHAIRS 



Conservation / Web Administrator 



WOODY ELLIOTT 

588-2555 


woodyelliott@gmail.com 


Education 

OPEN 


Invasive Plants 

SUSAN MASON 

892-1666 


smason908@gmail.com 


Field Trips 

WES DEMPSEY 

342-2293 

Co-chairs 

wdempsey@csuchico.edu 
GERRY INGCO 

893-5123 


genaroingco@aol.com 


Membership / Hospitality 



KARROLYNN YELLS 

534-3551 


karrolynny@att.net 


Horticulture 

OPEN 


Newsletter Editor 

DENISE DEVINE 

345-8444 


dsrdevine@hotmail.com 


Mailing 

MARJORIE MCNAIRN 

343-2397 


mlmcnairn@aol.com 


Programs 

JIM BISHOP 


Co-chairs 

cjbishop1991@sbcglobal.net 


WOODY ELLIOTT 

588-2555 


woodyelliott@gmail.com 


Rare Plants 

OPEN 


Publicity 

CINDY WEINER 

342-7645 


wildflowermaven@comcast.net 

Sales 

JOHN MEEHAN 

894-5339 

Co-chairs 

johnmeehan64@gmail.com 
ELLEN COPELAND 
copelande12@yahoo.com 


Vol. Recognition / Chapter Council Delegate 



CAT IE BISHOP 



cj bishop 1 991 @sbcg lobal.net 

Events 

JANNALATHROP 

228 0010 


jlathrop4mlc@comcast.net 


Yahi Trail 

STEPHEN OVERLOCK 

892-0635 


stephenoverlock@sbcglobal.net 

CCNC Gardens 

CLAIRE MEEHAN 



meehanclairel @g mail, com 
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Phyllis would say 

Join Today ! 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 

I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 



new 

renew 


Name 

Address 

City 

State 


Zip 


Phone 


Email 


Send Membership Application to: 
CNPS 

2707 K STREET, SUITE 1 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-5113 

mountlassen.cnps.org 


Student / Limited Income $25 

Individual $45 

Family / Library $75 

Plant Lover $100 

Patron $300 

Benefactor $600 


Calendar 



March 

4 - General Meeting 

8 - Maidu Plants Hike 
15 -Yahi Trail Hike 
18 - Ex Board Meeting 
22 - Fawn Lilies Hike 
29 - Divide Ranch Hike 

April 

1 - General Meeting 
11 - 19 - CA Native Plant Week 
12 - WILDFLOWER SHOW 
15 - Ex Board Meeting 

May 

6 - General Meeting 
20 - Ex Board Meeting 
30 - 31 - CNPS Chapter Council 





